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"Wherefore/' says Plotinus,1 "it is in truth
unspeakable; for if you say anything of it, you
make it a particular thing. Now that which is
beyond everything, even beyond the most venerable
of all things, the intelligence, and which is the
only truth in all things, cannot be regarded as one
of them; nor can we give it a name or predicate
anything of it. But we try to indicate it to ourselves
as we are able. When, therefore, in our difficulties
aiiout it, we say that it neither perceives itself, nor is
conscious of itself, nor knows itself, it must be con-
sidered that, in using such language, we are getting
at, it through its opposites. Thus, if we speak of it
as knowable and as knowing, we *are making it
manifold; while if we attribute thought to it, we are
treating it as in need of thinking. If, indeed, in any
way we suppose thinking to be associated with the
(fee, we must regard such thinking as unessential
to it}. Tor what thought does is to gather many
elements to a unity and so to become conscious of
a whole; and this it does even when it is its own
<$>Jfefo as is the ease in pure thinking. But such
&:v;$$^                    is one with itself, and has

not to .se^iroh-beyond; itself for anything; whereas, if
thought be directed, to an external object, it has
need of that object and is not pure thinking. Thus
that which is absolutely simple and self-sufficient needs
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